
NBS Digital Construction Report 

2025



2

NBS – Digital Construction Report 2025

Myself

Dr Stephen Hamil
Innovation Director at NBS

• (Way back ) studied engineering at Durham, 
then…

• 25+ years working on NBS products
• Part of original software team at Uni of 

Newcastle that wrote ‘ SpecMan ’ and 
digitized CIS and RIBA Product Selector

• Led plan of work and classification streams 
of Level -2 BIM for UK Government

• Led specification stream of Golden Thread 
Initiative reporting into BRAC

• Director focussing on strategy and 
roadmap for spec+product  businesses 
globally as part of Hubexo  (NBS parent 
company)



Connected construction



External drivers
Building Safety



External drivers
Sustainability



External drivers
Digital



Industry findings

A DIGITAL FUTURE



Rise of AI

A DIGITAL FUTURE



NBS and digital

A DIGITAL FUTURE
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• Over 550 respondents

• Building designers, 

manufacturers, contractors

• 72% UK

• Age 35 -44 – 30%

• Now in its 15 th  year



15 years of digital reports



Understanding of BIM evolved



2025 findings

“The industry is in the process of 

moving beyond a basic definition to a 
more comprehensive understanding of 

BIM as a sophisticated process and 

methodology.”

How would you describe BIM in 2025?



BIM adoption over the years



BIM ‘objects’ Do you currently use BIM or digital objects provided
by manufacturers when modelling your projects?

Do you currently provide information about the 
materials, products or systems that you supply, 
in the form of BIM or digital objects?



Uniclass as the glue

What type of classification is most commonly used
on the projects that you work on?



The rise of Artificial Intelligence

Within your organisation, do you use Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) / machine learning?



Primary AI workflows

Which of these workflows does AI 
currently assist you with? 



Future workflow forecasts 

What AI tools are you currently using?
How do you expect AI to impact your own 
work over the next 2 –3 years?



Digital Product Passports:
The new regulatory wave

Are you aware of EU Construction Products 
Regulations 2024 and Digital Product Passports? 
If so, do you support adoption in the UK?



The measurement revolution

In the past 12 months, have you used digital 
technologies to help you assess the 
environmental impact of your projects/products 
by calculating any of the following?



AI examples



A digital future
AI for better understanding



A digital future
AI for structuring information



A digital future
AI for information extraction



A digital future
AI for information retrieval



NBS and digital

A DIGITAL FUTURE



NBS Source
Content quality



NBS Source
Sustainability



NBS Source
Integrated CPD



Glenigan
Projects you need to know about



Glenigan
Really understanding a project



Industry findings

A DIGITAL FUTURE



Rise of AI

A DIGITAL FUTURE



NBS and digital

A DIGITAL FUTURE
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Available to download now…

theNBS.com/Digital -Construction -Report -2025
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